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ClUPTKft 11. 

wo have already introduced iiobort,fourth 
eon of John of 31nst6d, Baying that ho was apprenticed 
with his brother Hlchard to the bracers Company- In 
his i/lll, proved 23 Nov 1707 , Hobert mentions Dins ted, 
Hampshire, as being his blrthplaoe- he leaves legacies 
to the children of his two sistora, Juno Blanchard und 
/ lice dtevons. Richard’s father, John, it will be 
remembered, apoke in his Rill of his daughters, Jane, 
wife of 'f.iCfi'ifcs Blanchard, ana Alice, and Hobort speaks 
of "tiilliam end John Blanchard, sons of my sister Jano 
Blanchard "and also "Anne Blanchard,widow of my nephor. 
’i'ha.iiss Blanchard". ° lie "releases to John ^tevons, 
son of aiy sister slice Stevens, 2 bonds in £05." 

Vfnat becamo of Robert immod lately after his 
apprenticeship Is not known, and the first definite 
information we hove of him Is that he was firmly 
established In the. imerican Colonies when about 1660 
lie married Averllls, daughter of aiajor Thomas Curtis of 
V«aro parish in Oloster County,Virginia, and Avorlila 
his v/ifo. Buring the rebellion of Nathaniel Bacon in 

1. P.C.C. 275. Poloy. B.House. 

2. Ulso. Oen. at Herald. 1929. 
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1670 Robert lent his support to t2ie Governor, Sir 
'■William borkoley, and served as a Major In the army. 
xi o v/r.s taken prisoner by b&con and kept as such for 
sene time, during which his estates and possessions woro 
seised. 0 n bacon's death he was released, returning 
to England, where on 2c Fob 1679/80 he made a deposition 
on oath for the information of the government of that 
time. On this ho is described as ’’Major Robert Bristow, 
late of Virginia, but nor of London, Merchant" • Upon 
tho return of "His Majesty's Commissioners for Vlrglnlu, 
sont there to inquire into Bacon's rebellion, s tribute 
Is paid. In a list of "persons Whose services and 
sufferings have been reported as most signal, etc.," 
under dato of 15 Oct 1677, yo "Major Robert Bristow, 
a gnntlcrr n of good Estate and an Eminent sufferer In 
his stock", etc. In tils respect ho Is also spoken of 
as M u man of good understanding In the Virginian affairos 
and one of Integrity and Moderaclon, soe that woe could 
wish hee might bee sent vuion there shall bo occasion and 
use of him in any of the aforesaid affairs, being now an 
Inhabitant in Tower Street,London, against Dorking Church 
About 1680 Robert removed to a house In the 
pariah of St.Gabriel,Fenohurch St.,whore ho lived till 

1. Hlso. den. at Herald. 1929. 
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ho died. In 1664 ho contributed £3,500 towards the 

purchase of the tianor of hichcldovor, Hampshire, by 

his son for 65,200. A t was in the deed convoying this 

property that ho v;&3 described as ‘'citizen and grocer" - 

meaning, of course, that ho was a Liveryman of tho 
1 

Grocers Company. Eight years later, on 17 June 1C92 j 
R obert was elected c Warden of tho Grocers Company. 

This latter emphasizes tho fact that he, like his brother 
Kichard, was once apprenticed to that Company. 

In 1698 and again in 170u, Robert was 

3 

elected Member of Parliament for Wlnchelsea, bussed., 
and It is interesting to remember that in 1254 - 444 years 
before - his ancestor, John do furatowe, had been ap¬ 
pointed to “the keeping of Alnohelse • 

About the same time that Robert vss oloctod 

to parliament ho was appointed u Llreotcr of the Bank 
3 

of England. 

Upon his return to England he continuod 
to trade with Virginia and accumulated r vast fortune* 

In accordance with the fuEhion of the time he Invested 
much of his money in tho purchase of landed estate, 
especially in Essex. 

Robert's wife, ^vorilla, must have died before 
1680 for in Sovembor of that year he married again, his 

1. " History of Mlcheldever" • Milner. 

2. Grocers Company.hist of feaxtions.bond.Coll.Guildhall. 
3 .Uiso.Gen.mt Her aid. 1929. 
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3 -cond wife being itasanrift Madgwlck, a wid 07 .'. In hia 
1 

Will, proved in 1707 , iio upeaks of hie eon Robert, his 
son £illlam and his daughter ^vorllla. ’to the "poor 
oi’ bins tied, Rants - v/hero I was born’’ he loft £10.l*hough 
he did not roturn to Virginia ho still possessed "lnndo 
and tono.uonta ; ' there "or those he loft to ills grandson 
ftobort, son of hia non Robert• 

Robert and his first wife, Averilla, had 
tiu’oo ohildren, Robert, Killinm end Avert 11s - each 
born in Virginia. °f William, the younger son, wo know 
nothing excoot that he rr.uBt have boon amply provided for 
by his ftxther when a young men. Hia father loft him 
o fair amount of property In Esacx nni made him one of 
the executor's to hio Will, 00 he as living lnl7Gd - 
the date of his father's Will - when he would be about 40 
years of age. 

Robert's daughter Averilla was born in lh62 
or 1663 for she v«» but 16 years old when in 1079 she 
married William Wrgatafie of £>t. henet ,Oracechurc 5t. 

By hi: she liad one daughter, Averilla . On William 
V/agotaffe'o death one .married Arthur Dayley. frer 
daughter Averilla wco married in Deoomber l69ty to 

1. P.C.G. 275 Poley. 3.House. 
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1 

William tfadgwick - probably e grandson of her grand¬ 
father* u second wife by hor former hu6band. 

Jiobci’t (If) the elder cou of hie father 
(Robert l) r ros born about 1662. ilia father helped 
him towards the purchase of the Kan or of kioheldover in 
Iic.mpBh.iro- ho greatly- increased his fortune by his 
marriage tc Katherine, daughter of Robert Woolley, 
Vintner, of St•Dunctan'o-'In-the-Eaot* Through this 
marriage, which took niece on 1 Jan 108-1/5, ho became 
connected with tho family of the fnmou3 Samuel **epys 
who frequently mention' Mr. Woolley In hlr. Diary* 

Little Is known of Robert, who died in 
August 1706 - a year before his father - being burled 
at St.Punatan*8-1-ri-the-East• he left n Will, dated 
10 Augtatt 1706, which •’’as nroved by hlr. father, his 
widow and hln acn Robert 10 days Inter. '6© kno?/ that he 
was possessed of tho Manor of iSicholdevcr • besides this 
ho owned s. lot of landed property in Essex and more 
at 'wincholacn and Rye in Sussex, do mentions in his 
•/.l i 1 that ho wna a Freeman of the City of London and 
8peaks of hi3 children and hie "honoured father" • ills 
wife Katherine survived him until 28 Oct.1751,when she 
died at the age of 30 "Immensely rich" . 

1. faculty Office. Af C p. Q f Canterbury .Marr. Lie. 

2. P.C.C. 106 Kedes .L .House . 
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Robert rrd Kuthorinc had 22 children. 

1. Robert, liorn 17 Too. 1C Co/C. Died 19 May 1686. 


2. Robert- 

* 

18 Get lGeo. 

5. Katherine 

n 

12 April 1C90 

4. Aver111c. 

r 

*• Aug 1G 93 

5. Elizabeth 

n ' 

2£ Sov 1G94. 

6. A no 

n 

27 Jan 1695/6 

7. ^Vnncco 

« 

25 Mar 1607 

8. foclley 

° 

15 April 16.90 

0. William 

" 

4 Scv 1C99 

1 0. John 

n 

25 April 1701 

11. bon.lamin 

" 

2 ITov 1703 

12. Rebecca 

p 

25 June 1705. 


t'e rwlll rtetf.1 bit briefly with the abovo 
children though they figured largely In the highest sooial 
circles of the period In which they, lived. 

Robert III, the eldest surviving son, bom 
In Idea, married Sarah, daughter of Sir John WaxcLe of 
Y*esterhrjn,Kont, Lord Mayor of London, on 29 Nov 1709. 
lio inherited fortunes fro.n both hie father and grand¬ 
father, including "lands end tenements" In Virginia from 
tho latter. He succoedod hlB grarrifathex* as d.P. for 


1. liloo. Gen. at Herald. 1929. 



"inckolsca cmd, as one of the Barons of the Cinque 
1 

Porta, supported both Kim; George I end King George II 
at thoir Coronations. He also held the Court appointment 
of Clerk Comptroller of tho Household. He died on 3 Kov 
1737 leaving 4 sons; 

1. Robert (IV).born 1712. 

2. John Horn 1714 .bled unmarried in 1793 

3. Viilllom.Gervod in tho Royal Navy. Died 

unmarried In 1736. 

4. George. bom 13 Juno 1727. 

ilia aon ^oorgo was artloled to George Worth, 
attorney, in 1743 and married bis daughter, Elisabeth 
Marla, on 28 March 1752. Ho beoamo Clerk to the Merchant 
Taylor? Company in 1763 in euccossiom to his father- 
in-law, resigning that office In 1802. He died 5 Sep 
1815, aged. 88. John Opie painted his portrait which 
hangs in the Dining Room of the Company. 

The eldest sen, Robert IV, born in 1712, v»as 
also In high favour at the Court and 3n Society. He 
rvan Clerk of the Green Cloth, and »•]. ?. for U'inchelsoa 
like his father and groat-grandfather, lator becaning 
M.?. for Shoreham, Sussex. He sucoocded to the family 


l.Sx .Arch .Sty's Coll. Vol.15. 

2. Gentleman’s Magazine,1737. 

3. apprenticeships. 1710-1762. Sty of Genealogists 




estates including Micheldevor, and married on 7 June 
1,746 Buaannah, daughter and heiress of John Phlllpaon, 

M. P. for Harwich, by whom he had one daughter Susanna 
who married Blr Brooke Boothby, Bart. Robert majTled 
secondly, In 1769, Mary, daughter of the Revd.Richard 
Harding, Vioar of Mlchelrtever, by whom ho had ano son, 
Robert, and 3 daughters, Anne Marla, Selina and Francos 
filisabeth. 

Upon the Declaration of American Indenondenco 
on 4 July 1776 the Bristow estates in Virginia were 
ccnfi seated. Robert IV died In the Decombcr following 
and his wldoti, Mary, looking after the interests of her 
son Robert and her three daughters, entered into a 
correspondence concerning them. Finally, on £7 Nov 1783, 
she wrote c personal letter to George Washington saying 
that her young son (thon aged 10) waa dependant upon 
thoso estatos for the means of providing for the fortunes 
of his three slaters. Mary received a reply from ^eorge 
V&shington - written in his own hand and headed ‘ Mount 
Vernon, Virginia, June 15th 1784" - saying that he was 
unable to help personally but would hand her letter to 
the legislature. Washington wrote anothor lottor two 
years later expressing regret that the estates had been 
confiscated a»l that he had been unable to act any further 
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In the wetter. 

ft copy of Gary’s letter and tlio two original 

lector a from Deorg© 'Washington to bor are nre served (and 

1 

may bo aeon) In tho British t&i soura. 

hobort IV died on 8 Deo 177G, and his Will 
contains ono very illuminating fact, d© leaves a small 
legacy of £50 to "my kinsman Lieut. William Stevens', 
ihe latter muse suroly have boen a descendant of his 
great-grandfather Robert the first's slstor alioe 
Stevens. Here, then, is yet another link binding the 
Virginia branch to that of bins ted, Hampshire • 

Robert V, obly son of tho 4th Robert, was 
born in 1773 being but 5 yoaro of ago when hl3 father 
died . In 1778 the executors of Robert IV sold the 
estate of klcheldever to the Dowager Duchoos of Bedford 
for CIO,000. On 19 oep 1831 Robert V married Sophia, 
daughter or Joseph 'i'wine of Kum3bury,fclltshiro. ii© 
died la 185£ leaving ft son uobert and two daughters, 

Ada <>opniu amd Laura Caroline. B© had acquired 
nrojciiiore dark, a seat in Wiltshire, and livod the life 
of on ordinary country gentleman. 

. v*© return now to the other children of 

1. British iluaoum.M.8.8. Room. No. 9028 

2. P.C.C. 489 Balias. S.nouse. 
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Kobert II. 3 a have already given the dates of their 
birth. 

huthorino married 1G Nov 1711 George Dashwood, 

V.fox* Stockbrldgc ,hanta • Sh6 waa ivoman of the 
bedchamber to '<ueen Charlotte. , 

Avorllla died unmarried on 4 Nov 1702. 
monument to her memory at&ivia in the Chancel of Kingston 
. !> nrl th Chur eh, Surrey. 

Elizabeth murrlcd Sir John Hobart,let Earl of 
buck Ingham, a widower, at St.haul's Cathedral, on 10 
*cb 1727/G. dhe died 12 oep 1762 leaving two aona, 
o Gorge, who bocarro the 3i*d £arl of buckinghari, ani to 
whom King George II v.aa godfathor, and ilonry who married 
nis first cousin Anno, daugiiter of Elizabeth's brother, 
John ^riatow. 

Anne raa ne.rr1.od 23 way 1728 to .’runclc Howard, 
1st Earl of Effingham, a v.idov/or. She vaa bady of the 
bedohnmber and died at Hampton Court 'Viloco on 15 Kov 
1774 as the reault of being badly burned as sho sat 
by the fire. Sho loft no surviving iscuo. 


i’ro.noos married Sir John V>arde of Aeatovliam, 

Eent, brother to Sarah who marriod Francoa 1 oldest brother 


-238- 


Kobort III. 

Woolley died on 21 Sen 1703, aged 5. 

William died u married in 1758. was secretary 
to hia brother-in-law, the Earl of Buo Ingham, when tho 
J-atter was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland In 1746. 'Airee years 
later William was made Chief Commissioner of Kevenuo in 
Ireland, do was a Fellow of tho hoyal Society, and was 
known as a "great virtuoso** • Among his "goods and chattels" 
sold a year after his death was a picture by Frans dais. 

Ails picture was bought by Mlliam's nophew, 5ir John 
Vvcrdo of hquerryos Court, Wecterham. ’^he «*ardo family 
sold It 1 1909 for about £55,000. In the following yoar 

it was bought by Wr. Otto Kahn for £100,000. 

heaving John, tho next child, for a raomont, we 
will merely record the deaths of Benjamin, but a month old, 
and ftebecca who died unmarried in 1775 aged 72. 

John, who was only five years old at the time 
of his father's death, became like his brother Kobort, 
a conspicuous figure in the Society of the period • lie was 
appointed Loputy Governor of tho 5outh Sea Company in 1742 


1. "The times" .Kar 19th,1910. 

2. Gentleman's wagazlno.2 Feb 174: 
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1 

and Sub-Govornor In 1756 - the Governor being the King. 

n© was also a Governor of tho Dank of England, to. P. for 

UoeraIston,Norfolk, in 1740 , and for Arundel, bus sex, in 
2 

1701 . he purchased for a residence Quiddenhiun Hull in 
Norfolk and had o town house in Great Marlborough St.Lend on. 
On 30 Oct 1733 he married Ann Judith, daughtor of Paul 
Folasln, a v/oalthy Ei ot Indiap merchant of Paris, at St. 
Jamos, Piccadilly. By his wife, Ann Judith, he had 15 
children, one son and 3 daughters dying in infancy, fhe 
11 surviving children weroi Henry, John, William, Anne, 
tfarg ret, Catherine, Louisa, Frances, Caroline, alary, 

Harriet and Sophia. 

Jain died in 1770, his wife Ann surviving him 
until 19 Lop 1788. 

A few of the crowded details concerning his 
childron must s uffioe. 

His son henry was a Colonel of the Coldstream 
uunrtis. He married hlo first cousin, Ann Bashwooa, on 
23 March 1762 and died at Bath In 1706 leaving 3 children: 

1. George .Born 1765* A Page of Honour to King George III 

*» Colonel in tho Army. Married Elizabeth Lucy 
Hor/e 8 Aug 1005. Bled at Calcutta in 1833 
leaving 9 childron. 

2. Sophia a l^edoriok Walstoad. 

3. Katherine • “enry Andrew Cerjat, Lieut-Col• 


1. Gentleman*s Magazine 1756. 

2. iliac.Gen. ftt Herald. 19P.8 




•John was President of the Board of ‘iVado in 
Uelcutta. h© married Emelle, daughtor of iViliinm ftrangham. 
rtoferenoo to her is made in the following account of a 
society function given on £9 June 1792. Wo include it 
because it illustratos not only a Georgian entertainment 
but an example of the Journalistic prose of the period: 

r, Mre •Hobart 1 s long-looked-for and long 
prevented fashionable dojeune was given 
yosterduy in aplto of the weather. All the 
first nobility and faohion about town 
graced this tete. ?hc i'rlnco of Woles" 
(afterwards George IV)"■ caiao first pre¬ 
cisely at one o*clock* between 400 and 
600 porsone were prosent. The breakfast 
lasted from two till past seven o r clock* 
i : he leading personage in this entertain¬ 
ment (which was obliged to bo confined 
to the houso on account of the weather) 
was &rs. Bristow, a near relation of 
^rs. Hobart. This lady who has long 
resided at the Indian court at Lucknow was 
every inch a queen. Dressed in all the 
magnificence of eastern grandeur, Mrs. 
briatow represented the Queen Houroduad, 
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” or tho LIgiit of the World in tho 
warden of Hoses. She was seated In 
the large drawing-room, which was 
boaufcifully fitted up, on cushions 
in the Indian style, smoking a hookah, 
amidst all sorts of tho choicest 
perfumes. Mrs. brlstow v;as very 
profuse with her ottc of roses,drops 
of which wore thrown about the ladio3* 
dresccs. Tho v/holo houso was scented 
with the most delicious fragrance. Tho 
company on entering wore all introduced 
to &rs.Bristow by Wra. Hobart. Yeung 
^■oppell, the son of the Margravine of 
Anapach was dressed in girl*s clothes. 

He was in the character of a Calabrese, 
and sung some charming french songs with 
h. lo bonier, who was in i7craan*s clothes 
as a ballad singer, and played on the 
fiddle. A lady was drossed as a 
Savoyard©, but could not bo distinctly 
hoard, on account of an intolerable 
largo mask over her face. Sirs .Bristow 
likewise sung. Each lady had a lottery- 
ticket given her by airs .Hobart on enter- 




'’ing, and each drew a prize* Who 
I)ueh03s of Jutland drew the second highest, 
but the gross lot, a* first prize, nevor 
went cut of the wheel* ^t was, after the 
drawing was over, presented by Mrs.Hobart, 
on her knees, to the Indian Queen Nourajdod. 
fhe breakfast, of course, consisted of 
everything thGt was choice and good, and 
ovory person ooemod to partake very plenti¬ 
fully of it* *ho frulta and wlnos v/oro 
delicious.” 

John Bristow died at Calcutta in September 1303, 
leaving 3 children. Ilia widow Eraelia - heroine of the 
above extract - married Jamoa Williams at ^arylebono on 
27 Dec 1604. $) 

r*. f . j 

John's children wore: 

( ; 

1. John Charles .Served in the Bengal Civil Service. -jl; 

Married Jane,daughter of John Kichardson, Later, i|'!' 

lived at Luaraore Hill, Ullcewater,WoatmoreLand, 

where he died leaving many descendants. 

2. Emella Sophia 

3. Charlotte Louise, Married George Ilannam of 

Thanot, Kent, 27 Doc 1609 at Marylobone. 


1. "Annual Kegistof" . Vol.34* fuge 28 
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billlam became a Captain In the Royal Navy. Ho 
was bom 17 Dec 1750 and married Eery, daughter of Anthony 
Sawyer, 25 May 1762. He died at Bath 3 Hor 1803 - and 
tho following wore hie children* 

1* William, hla eld-'r a on, born 1783, Entering 
the Royal Navy hie story is told In those 5 
records: 

from the "Annual Register”* Vol.43s 

”In a lot tor from Faiwnrd I.Parker, ’’Medusa", 

off Boulogne, August 16th 1001, to Lord Kelson. 

♦Mr. Wllliaru Bristow, mafltor*s mate,wounded in 
action In the 'Medusa♦a" cutter.*” 

Extract from a letter, headed w Deal,Auguat ISth 
1801, "wrltton by Lord Nelson to i^ady Hamilton: 

"I have this morning boon attending tho funeral 
of two young Mids*. a fc : r. Goro, couslnof Cupt. 

Goro, and a &r. Bristow. On© nineteen, the other 
seventeen years of age." 

1 

In her Will, dated 1805, his mother, *Msry 
Bristow of Hanover St.London”, speaks of a 
monument to b© erected at Charccmbo,Somerset, 

In memory of her son William "who foil before 
Boulogne In his 19th star.” 

2. Hoary. Bom 1786. Gazetted a Ma jor-Genoral in 1854. 
1. F.C.C. 69 Bo Is on .3 «q ouae . 




Carried Elizabeth Atchorne of High 
fcyxscsnbe, and by her had a a on Henry William, 
born 17 Hay 1817* *ho latter v/as a noted 
geologist. On 22 0at 1663 be married Eliza, 
daughter of David iiarriscn. H© died 14 Juno 
1889 leaving two scn3 and a daughter. 

3. Mary Anno. Mentioned In her mother’s Will 
as having died H in her 12th year" • 

Arm© Margaret, John's eldest daughter, married 
In 1761 her first cousin, the lion, lieary Hobart, youngor 
son of tho 1st Earl of Cuclcingha©. 

Catherine, born 1739, raarrlod the Hon. Simon 
Fraser, Lieut-General, son of Lord Lovat. S^t© died In 
1825 leaving no lasue. 

Louisa married Tllleux Olrodot of liitney. 

Frances, born 1744, mar-rled Sir Hlchard Heave, 
Bart, on 16 Jan 1761. 

Caroline married William Henry,1st Baron 
Lyttelton, an. 19 Fob 1774. She died on 19 Sep 1804. 

Mary died unmarried. 
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Earriet roarriod General John blessor. 

Governor of Oporto, 

Sophia died unmarried in 1788. 

*her© ore a number of descendants of this 
particular lino living today, fhose may bo easily 
traced but it is r.ot our purpose to do more than to 
state this rather obvious fact. 

V s © have dealt at length with diehard the 
tailor's sons, Thomas and the two Johns, with their 
descendants. Vie return to Richard's youngest son James, 

Vi© have referred to him several times {see pages 132, 

155 1 2CG, 251) and there Is but littlo to odd to what v.o 
have already said. 

/miong the bequests in his Vtill there v.&3 one of 
£10 to “John, con of cousin John Orcyt'ne of Billingsgate". 
One of the witnesses to the frill of James' nophovv*, John 
Bristow (page 202) was Sir John i^ythe, and to "John Smyth" 
this testator left a small legacy. Thus John Smytho appears 
to have been related to both James and hia nephew John. 

James evidently settled in bondon. According to 
his Will, proved 1591 , he held lands consisting of £5 
acres in .Giles Field". 

1. P.C.C. 91 balnhcrbo.3«Hcuso. 
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